The effects of antiperspirant on the perineal skin flora of patients with spinal cord injury.
The relationship of pH and moisture to Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Klebsiella pneumoniae colonization of the perineal skin was studied in male patients with spinal cord injury. The increased pH of the perineal skin was significantly associated with the presence of P. aeruginosa but not other bacterial species. No correlation between colonization and moisture or pH and moisture was found. An antiperspirant produced a significant reduction in the number of total aerobic bacteria, total gram-negative bacilli, P. aeruginosa and K. pneumoniae over a 24-h period. Long-term use of the antiperspirant for 10 days did not alter the persistence of P. aeruginosa of the same serotypes on the perineum.